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President’s Message

Southside Virginia Community College, a comprehensive community college, has been providing quality education
to the people of Southside Virginia for 40 years through a wide range of post-secondary programs which includes
university parallel, technical, vocational and community service programs.  The college’s service area, the largest
geographical area within the VCCS, includes the counties of Brunswick, Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland,
Greensville, Halifax, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, and Prince Edward and the city of Emporia.

Recognized throughout the Commonwealth for the leadership it has provided in the development of innovative pro-
grams, the college takes pride in its community-based education approach to meeting the needs of service area con-
stituents. This can best be demonstrated by the college’s unique and highly successful Honors Program; its many off-
campus technical centers; its leadership in Center for Workforce Development; its Dual Enrollment Program (largest
in the Commonwealth); its Truck Driving, and Diesel Tech Training Programs and its involvement in the Southside
Governor’s School; its leadership in the development of the Virginia Master Teachers’ Seminar.  The Wrenn Campus
Without Walls now the Southside Virginia Education Center pioneered the concept of outreach centers that has led
to the Lake Country Advanced Knowledge Center in South Hill, the Southern Virginia Higher Education Center in
South Boston, the Estes Center in Chase City, the Occupational/Technical Center at Pickett Park, the Pre-
Engineering Dual Enrollment Program at the Nottoway/Amelia Vocational Center and The Cumberland Center.  The
college is famous for taking education to the people and offers courses in 50+ off-campus locations.  The college
pioneers the experimental Middle College concept, in partnership with SCORE with six sites.

Southside Virginia Community College is a dynamic institution, always developing and changing to meet the new
and challenging needs of a complex society. Our future is interwoven with the development of our community; as
our service area communities grow, so will we. Through its participation with the community, the college will play
an even greater role in the development of the business and intellectual community of Southside Virginia.  We are
truly a college of and by the community.

The college is proud of the quality instruction it can provide to a very diverse constituency in both traditional class-
room environments and through distance education options. Southside Virginia Community College offers numer-
ous classes through an extensive two-way interactive audio and video network and the cyber college. The college
has a teaching staff of highly professional educators who have as their major focus the success of their students with-
in a holistic environment. They develop the intellectual, emotional, and physical realms of their students and give
them the coping mechanisms for success in a chosen profession and in life. Small classes and a friendly atmosphere
provide a setting that will help students realize their full human potential. As the college works through its faculty to
develop its most precious resource, the human resource, our community will grow and prosper because of the skills
and talents developed in the educational environment.

President
John J. Cavan
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